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OF BACHELOR'S THESIS AT THE FACULTY OF COMPUTING 

 OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LATVIA 

Specific requirements of the sector 

 

This document contains specific requirements that supplement the Rules of Final Examinations 

at the LU (approved by LU Senate resolution No. 183 of 27.12.2011) and the 03.02.2012 LU 

order No. 1/38 “REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND DEFENDING OF 

FINAL THESIS (bachelor's, master's, diploma and qualification thesis) AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF LATVIA”. 

 
Procedure for defending bachelor's thesis in computer science 

 
Defending of the bachelor's thesis takes place in an open session (meaning that anyone can 

participate in it without restrictions and ask the author, supervisor or reviewer questions). 

 

Progress of defending bachelor's thesis 

 

1) The author of the thesis is given up to 15 minutes to present the thesis 

 

Possible time allocations could be: 

 the title of the thesis and the proposed objectives ~ 0.5 min. 

 description of the situation existing before starting the work ~ 2.5 min. 

 chosen solutions and their justifications ~ 7-9 min. 

 results achieved ~ 3 min. 

 a notice of the end of the presentation (for example, "Thank you for your attention"). 

 

Use of any visual and other aids is permitted during the presentation, except for giving the 

cue. Using pre-prepared visual aids (computer demonstrations, posters, overhead projector 

images or the like) is highly recommended. However, it should be clarified in advance with 

the Secretary what technical means will be available in the defending room and they should 

also be tested before the meeting. 

 

2) Questions of the Commission members (possibly also other persons present) and answers 

of the author of the thesis 

 

3) Speech by the supervisor (up to 5 min.) and questions to the supervisor 



4) Speech by the reviewer (up to 10 min.) and questions to the reviewer 
 

Traditions require that neither the supervisor nor the reviewer name the recommended mark in 

their speech, but say whether the work meets the requirements for a bachelor's thesis (but the 

mark in a 10-point scale must be specified in the written review). If the supervisor or reviewer 

is not present, the Secretary of the Commission reads the written review. 

 

5) The author's final word 

 

In the final word, the author can answer the reviewer's criticism as well as previously 

unanswered and incompletely or incorrectly answered questions. If necessary, the explanation of 

some part or even all of the thesis can be repeated. Most often, the authors limit themselves to 

thanking the supervisor for the guidance, an interesting topic, etc., the reviewer for the in-depth 

review and the Commission for their attention, but this 'tradition' is by no means mandatory. 

Sometimes the author of the work waives the final word, which is also acceptable. The final 

word should not exceed 15 minutes and no questions or any discussion is envisaged after that. 

 

After the final word, the author removes their visual aids, clears the board, etc. The following 

self-evident aspect may not be talked about at all, but sometimes, after the final word, the 

authors tend to relieve the tension quickly and they forget that the meeting is not yet over. 

 

One can enter or leave the room freely during the meeting. However, for obvious reasons, this 

should be done as quietly and unobtrusively as possible, preferably at short intervals after the 

final word of one author and before the presentation of the next author. 

 

After all the authors of the bachelor's thesis scheduled for that day have finished defending their 

thesis, the Chairman of the Commission announces the end of the open session. This is followed 

by the closed part of the meeting, in which only the Commission members, supervisors and 

reviewers participate (it should be noted that for both the supervisor and the reviewer this is the 

last practical opportunity to influence the evaluation of the thesis; they have advisory voting 

rights). 

 

At the end of the closed part of the meeting (which usually lasts 15-30 minutes), the Chairman 

(or Secretary) of the Commission notifies each author of the assessment of his/her work. 

 

No greetings are foreseen before or during the meeting. On the other hand, it is perfectly 

acceptable that after the announcement of the results there is a mutual greeting, sometimes also 

with flowers. 

 

 

Criteria for assessment of the bachelor's thesis 

The 03.02.2012 LU order No. 1/38 “On the requirements for developing and defending the final 

thesis at the LU” does not fully determine the thesis content evaluation criteria by delegating 

clarifications to the faculties. The order states that the assessment of the final work takes into 

account the quality of the work, the author's presentation (ability to present the research 

scientifically, in a concentrated and substantiated way, to formulate conclusions, indicate 

directions for further possible research), answers to the questions from the Commission and the 

discussion skills. The basic criteria for the assessment of final thesis are approved by the Faculty 

Council upon the proposal of the relevant Programme Council. 

 

The Council of Computer Science Study Programmes and the Council of the Faculty of 

Computing have specified the final thesis assessment criteria in the following way. 

 The reference point is mark 7 (good). It corresponds to the work developed to the extent 

that can be completed in the time provided for it in the curriculum (it should be 



understood - not very long), in which there are no significant errors, nor are there any 

significant objections against the design and defending of the work. 

 The amount of work completed and the complexity of the problems solved, which exceed 

that which is provided for in the curriculum, raises the mark by 1-2 points (in turn, a 

reduced amount lowers the mark). 

 Extremely good design, qualified presentation (plus one point) as well as particularly 

good defending of the work (plus one point) increases the mark. 

 Accordingly, a lack of the above parameters reduces the mark. 
 Special attention is required for marks at the ends of the spectrum: 10 (excellent) and 

unsatisfactory marks (1-3). 
o Excellent work is that which significantly exceeds the requirements of the 

curriculum in terms of scope or complexity, and no significant objections can be 
made in any other parameters either. In short, otherwise excellent work, and that 
which significantly exceeds the requirements of the programme, for example, the 
results of the work have been accepted for publication in a scientific journal or put 
into production. 

o Unsatisfactory work is that which largely does not meet the essential requirements 
and where the Commission should be ashamed of giving a positive assessment, if 
found out by colleagues from other universities. 

 

Specific requirements for the selection and development stages of the topic of the final thesis 

The application regarding choosing the topic of the thesis must be submitted during the 7th 

semester by the deadline specified by the Director of the bachelor's study programme 

(approximately in October - November). A short description of the planned work must be 

submitted together with the topic. The Director of the bachelor's study programme evaluates the 

submitted topic and description, and warns the student in the case of problems. The results of the 

initial assessment are published on the course page in e-Studies. 

 

By the deadline specified by the Director of the bachelor's study programme (tentatively, in the 

second part of February, in the 8th semester) the student reports on the progress of development 

of the bachelor's thesis. The report must contain the student's name, surname and certificate 

number; name and surname of the supervisor; the title of the work in Latvian and English; the 

problem addressed, the objective and tasks of the thesis (already completed and planned); the 

planned results of the thesis and the software to be developed, if any. The exact form of the 

report is determined by the Director of the bachelor's study programme. Based on the report, the 

Director of the bachelor's study programme approves or does not approve the topic of the thesis. 

 

The student has the right to change the topic of the thesis and/or the supervisor no later than 

11 weeks before the deadline for submission of the thesis by submitting a new application for the 

topic. 

 

Adjustment of the title of the thesis within the approved topics can be made by the deadline set 

by the Director of the bachelor's study programme (approximately 4 weeks before defending the 

thesis). 

 

If defending the bachelor's thesis does not take place at the traditional time (8th semester session 

in early June), then other deadlines are set for the submission of the topic of the thesis and the 

report on the progress of development. If the student is only matriculated for defending the 

bachelor's thesis then the Director of the bachelor's study programme may set individual 

deadlines for the submission of the thesis topic and a report on the progress of development. 

 

Design of bibliography, citations and references 

Each of the sources mentioned in the bibliography should be referenced in the body text. This is 



done by entering the source sequence number in the bibliography in the text after the relevant 

material in square brackets, for example, [1]. In the event of several sources, all sequence 

numbers are written in the same brackets, separated by a comma, for example [2, 6]. Sometimes 

the author's surname or the first part of the surname and the year of publication are used instead 

of the number. For example, [Aho, 1988]. 

 

When compiling the bibliography, it is recommended to follow one of the international standards 

used in computer science. It is highly recommended to use the source designing guidelines 

required for publications in IEEE ComputerSociety editions 

(http://www.computer.org/portal/web/publications/styleguide). The general IEEE guidelines 

(http://www.ieee.org /documents/ieeecitationref.pdf) may be used as well. 

 

If necessary, another well-known format for the presentation of sources can be used, but it is not 

allowed to write sources without a format, to invent a completely new format or to mix different 

formats. 

 

For sources available on the website, the date when it was last checked must be specified. 

 

 

Annexes 

If necessary, various auxiliary materials which, due to their volume or nature, do not fit into the 

principal part of the thesis, are attached to the thesis as annexes. Programme texts, photographs, 

voluminous schemes, diagrams, tables and questionnaires are usually included in the annex. 

 

If material written in a foreign language is attached in the annex then it is not necessary to 

translate it into the official language, i.e. it may be attached in the original language. 

 

A reference to the annex should be inserted in the text where appropriate, for example: "Full text 

of the programme is provided in Annex 3." 

 

If the thesis has a non-textual annex (for example, data media) then the thesis must have a textual 

annex describing the content of this non-textual annex. No annex is allowed that is not described 

in any way in the text of the thesis. 

 
 

Various other requirements 

 
Thesis shall be presented in computer typesetting on A4 format pages printed on one side of the 

page. 

 

The recommended volume of the principal part of the bachelor's thesis is 40-70 pages. 

 

The student prepares the final thesis in the form of two bound computer printouts and an 

electronic copy. One copy of the final thesis is bound in a hard cover. The other copy is bound, at 

the author's option, in a hard cover, thermal binding, plastic or metal spiral. 

 

One reviewer is appointed for the bachelor's thesis. 

 

Before annotating in a foreign language, the title of the thesis in this foreign language must be 

entered. For example, for an English annotation, which is mandatory, the English title of the thesis 

must be entered under the heading "Abstract". 

 

It is not necessary to include the information that may not be known at the time of submitting the 

bachelor's thesis on the documentary page - name and surname of the reviewer, dates of signing, 

protocol numbers, etc. 

http://www.computer.org/portal/web/publications/styleguide
http://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecitationref.pdf

